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“How do we connect with students 
who have seen more innovation 

than any other generation?”

Because multiple factors negatively affect academic success, a solution 
can seem near impossible.  

However, examining each factor reveals what is required in the 
solution.  Let’s look at the challenges first…
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I Challenges in Secondary & Post Secondary EducationI.  Challenges in Secondary & Post-Secondary Education

Challenge #1: Engaging Students & Establishing Relevance

• There is a disconnect between instructors & students.  Just look at these student responses…
– I enjoy being at school - 50.2%
– School is boring - 45.5% 
– Teachers make schools an exciting place to learn - 33%
– Classes help me understand everyday life - 39.8%

International Center for Leadership in Education

Th A hi t GThe Achievement Gap
• Broad range of comprehension levels, learning styles & socioeconomic backgrounds
• Because instructors often have to teach to lower levels, it is difficult to engage an entire class

"S k th t th l t d t d d th t ill h t bl ""Speak so that the lowest may understand, and the rest will have no trouble."  
Abraham Lincoln
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I Challenges in Secondary & Post Secondary EducationI.  Challenges in Secondary & Post-Secondary Education

Challenge #1: Engaging Students & Establishing Relevance

Although he bravely faced many obstacles… 

…it is unlikely that President Lincoln was tasked with keeping the attention 
of a room full of teenage studentsof a room full of teenage students.
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I Challenges in Secondary & Post Secondary EducationI.  Challenges in Secondary & Post-Secondary Education

Challenge #2: Reaching Today’s Students vs. Past Students

• Today’s students are unlike past generations
– Innovation 
– Dependence on technology 

P f hi t t– Prefer graphics over text

• Traditional teaching methods alone, that do not take into account the changing student, will 
not produce the same results they may have in previous generations

Di ifi ti f i t ti i– Diversification of instruction is necessary
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I Challenges in Secondary & Post Secondary EducationI.  Challenges in Secondary & Post-Secondary Education

Challenge #3: Resistance to Diversification of Instruction

Instructors may not be provided with the appropriate resources to effectively reach the students
we have just described

• Instructors can face:• Instructors can face:
– Resistance to changes in methodology due to budget constraints 
– Aversion to implementing new resources, specifically those associated with technology
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I Challenges in Secondary & Post Secondary EducationI.  Challenges in Secondary & Post-Secondary Education

#1: Engaging Students & Establishing Relevance
It is difficult to maintain the interest of teenage students while effectively communicating theIt is difficult to maintain the interest of teenage students while effectively communicating the 
answer to the age-old question: “When am I ever going to use this?”

#2: Reaching Today’s Students vs. Past Students
Relying solely on teaching methods that do not take into account the new challenges of today’s 
students will not produce the same results as before.

#3: Resistance to Diversification of Instruction
Instructors looking to expand their classroom with a teaching supplement can meet resistance 
from those who do not recognize the need for change and the potential for benefit.
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I Challenges in Secondary & Post Secondary EducationI.  Challenges in Secondary & Post-Secondary Education

Results: Drop-Out Rates

In 1994, Congress decreed graduation rate to be 90% with the United States at the top in math 
and science.  

D it d d f d ti f thi d f f h l i th U it d St tDespite over a decade of education reform, one third of any freshman class in the United States 
does not graduate.

…Despite predictions drop-out rates are on the rise

When some students fail to see the significance and real-life application in school, 
they simply leave.
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I Challenges in Secondary & Post Secondary EducationI.  Challenges in Secondary & Post-Secondary Education

Results: National Impacts

• Agendas with decisions based on politics
• Negative view toward Career & Technical Education

The United States ranks:The United States ranks:
–1st among OECD nations in college dropout rates
–21st among OECD nations in high school graduations rates

Reference:  Organization of Economic Cooperation Development; Education at a Glance 2007; www.oecd.org
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I Challenges in Secondary & Post Secondary EducationI.  Challenges in Secondary & Post-Secondary Education

Results: National Impacts

2005 National Association of Manufacturer’s Skills Gap Report
Over 80% indicated that they are experiencing a  shortage of qualified workers overall –

with 13% reporting severe shortages and 68% indicating moderate shortages.  
The Association for Career and Technical Education ACTE) ; www acteonline orgThe Association for Career and Technical Education ACTE) ; www.acteonline.org

Ineffective attempts at improvement have resulted in the United States lagging behind
globally and many jobs being left unfulfilledglobally and many jobs being left unfulfilled.
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I Challenges in Secondary & Post Secondary EducationI.  Challenges in Secondary & Post-Secondary Education

We have now identified the main factors that negatively 
affect educational success.

It is now much easier to determine 
h t i i d i ff ti l tiwhat is required in an effective solution

The Problem: Students are suffering academically because the appropriate resources are not 
in place to effectively engage them.  Traditional methods alone are no longer sufficient.

The Result: The students, their communities and the country are all affected by the increased 
drop-out rates and the masses of young people without a formal education or career readiness 
skills. 
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II What Should the Solution Look Like?II. What Should the Solution Look Like?

l bl b h k d f h k d h“We can’t solve problems by using the same kind of thinking we used when we 
created them.” -Albert Einstein

What is required to overcome 
the challenges and succeed?
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II What Should the Solution Look Like?II. What Should the Solution Look Like?

Challenge #1: Engaging Students & Establishing Relevance
I i d i f i ti ith t d t iImproving academic performance requires connecting with students in new ways

The Solution Must: 
– Enable student-paced learningp g
– Establish relevance and real-world application of the material 
– Leverage technology that the students are so comfortable with
– Maintain student interest by presenting material in a format today’s  

students preferstudents prefer
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II What Should the Solution Look Like?II. What Should the Solution Look Like?

Challenge #2: Reaching Today’s Students vs. Past Students
I i d i f i i t t t h th i ht t l tImproving academic performance requires instructors to have the right tools to 
supplement their expertise if instructors are going to connect with this new generation 
of learners

The Solution Must: 
– Empower instructors with resources needed for diversification of instruction
– Be easy to use with minimal training required

Provide flexibility to easily customize integration into an instructor’s existing– Provide flexibility to easily customize integration into an instructor s existing 
curriculum

– Provide methods to track student success and assess student retention
– Deliver valuable results in the classroom
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II What Should the Solution Look Like?II. What Should the Solution Look Like?

Challenge #3: Resistance to Diversification of Instruction
I i d i f i d i i k t d t i if l tiImproving academic performance requires decision makers to determine if a solution 
meets certain criteria.

The Solution Must: 
– Engage students
– Empower instructors with varied computer experience
– Provide resources to maximize the value

Show that it has been successful in improving academic performance– Show that it has been successful in improving academic performance
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III Today’s Class: The SolutionIII. Today’s Class: The Solution 

– Interactive eLearning tool used by over 35,000 students

– Web-based program offering engaging accessible content

– Captivating supplement providing valuable instructor resources

– Serves Automotive, Health Science & Cosmetology programsgy p g

– In over 30 states, several of which provide access through a 
state grantg
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III Today’s Class: The SolutionIII. Today’s Class: The Solution 

– Enable student-paced learning
– Establish relevance and real-world application
– Leverage technology
– Maintain student interest
– Empower instructors with varied computer experience
– Have easily-customized integration w/ minimal training
– Track student success and assess student retention
– Deliver valuable classroom results
– Provide resources to maximize the value
– Have previous success in improving academic performancep p g p
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III Today’s Class: The SolutionIII. Today’s Class: The Solution 

Today’s Class accomplishes all of the requirements and more…

“Says who?”

“How does it work?”

“What is the process?”

“What does it look like?”What does it look like?
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III Today’s Class: The SolutionIII. Today’s Class: The Solution 

“Says who?”y

When we asked how they felt about the following statement…

“Today’s Class is a valuable way to cover the theory, terminology, 
and fundamentals of a course.”

98.77%  
“Agree or strongly agree”
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III Today’s Class: The SolutionIII. Today’s Class: The Solution 

“Says who?”y

"I experienced great success with the program at South Mecklenburg 
High School in Charlotte NC last year The end of the year VocationalHigh School in Charlotte, NC last year.  The end of the year Vocational 
tests (VOCATs) in automotive resulted in no failures, 75% of all classes 

scored acceptable or proficient (3 or 4), and in all exhibited a 26% 
increase over the previous year Although I consider myself a capableincrease over the previous year.  Although I consider myself a capable 

teacher I must honestly credit Today's Class with being 
a large part of the success.”

David Griffin, York School District (York, SC – formerly of South Mecklenburg High School, Charlotte, SC)
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III Today’s Class: The SolutionIII. Today’s Class: The Solution 

“Says who?”y

“Many teachers have found that students are more engaged in class 
assignments and with homework assignments Several teachers at Back-assignments and with homework assignments.  Several teachers at Back-
to-School Night were approached by parents who commented that 'my son 
is spending hours on the computer going through the units; he has never 

been this engaged in school before "been this engaged in school before.

Chad Maclin – Trade & Industrial Education Coordinator Fairfax County Public Schools (Fairfax, VA)
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III Today’s Class: The SolutionIII. Today’s Class: The Solution 

“Says who?”y

When we asked how they felt about the following statement…

“Today’s Class is intuitive and easy to use.”

97.56%
“Agree or strongly agree”Agree or strongly agree
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III Today’s Class: The SolutionIII. Today’s Class: The Solution 

“Says who?”y

When we asked how they felt about the following statement…

“Today’s Class Technical Support is easy to reach and quick to 
respond to my concerns.”

98 04%98.04%
“Agree or strongly agree”
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III Today’s Class: The SolutionIII. Today’s Class: The Solution 

“Says who?”y

"Your technical support guys have been very helpful.  I have been 
able to access the site and check it out throughout the summerable to access the site and check it out throughout the summer.  

I found it to be very user friendly.  I am beginning to 
try out the Today's Class with my second year students....

the goal is to get them thinking about whatthe goal is to get them thinking about what
they can do to improve their learning 

on an individual basis."

Joe Hart Chippewa Valley High School (Clinton, MI)
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III Today’s Class: The SolutionIII. Today’s Class: The Solution 

“How does it work? What is the process?”p

– Students put into Today’s Class 
I t t i l k d/ h k– Instructor assigns class work and/or homework

– Students access course modules online
– Instructors:  instant grading, student information, g g, ,

course browser access, resetting option, message     
center



Identifying & Overcoming the Factors that Negatively 
Affect Academic PerformanceAffect Academic Performance

III Today’s Class: The SolutionIII. Today’s Class: The Solution 

“What does it look like?”
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III Today’s Class: The SolutionIII. Today’s Class: The Solution 

“What are the benefits to students?”

•     Engaging and informative material
•     Interactive exercises and simulations
•     Incremental quizzes and final exams
•     Instant grading and course feedback
• Anytime access from school or home     Anytime access from school or home
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III Today’s Class: The SolutionIII. Today’s Class: The Solution 

“What are the benefits to students?”f
Health Science: Science and healthcare students gain vibrant new perspectives on 
human anatomy as they explore the intricate systems of the body and view their 
functions and processes in narrated animation.

Automotive: Complex automotive theory is delivered in clear, practical language 
and with interactive simulations, allowing students to master technology and 
diagnostics before they step into the labdiagnostics before they step into the lab.

Cosmetology: The services and procedures of today’s cosmetologists are 
demonstrated in vivid color and lifelike detail, giving students invaluable 

kill d fid i h i h ipreparatory skills and confidence in their technique.
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III Today’s Class: The SolutionIII. Today’s Class: The Solution 

“What are the benefits to instructors?”

•     Reduced lecture time
•     Student enrollment and class managementg
•     Progress tracking features
•     Customized reporting options
• Certificates of successful completion     Certificates of successful completion
•     Messaging center for class correspondence
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III Today’s Class: The SolutionIII. Today’s Class: The Solution 

“What are the benefits to instructors?”f
Health Science:  Today’s Class is a versatile supplement to nursing, health, and secondary 
science curricula. The program provides students with a fundamental understanding of 
anatomy and pathology, and its coverage of emergency response and medical ethics lays a 
foundation for aspiring healthcare professionals.

Automotive: Recipient of ATMC’s Award of Excellence in eLearning, Today’s Class 
creates an interactive experience with diagnostic simulations NATEF job sheets & full-creates an interactive experience with diagnostic simulations, NATEF job sheets & full
color study guides. Instructors report reduced lecture time & improved high-stakes scores.

Cosmetology: Today’s Class enriches cosmetology theory and instruction with realistic 
d i d lif lik d l h h i i i i l h ldemonstrations and lifelike models. The comprehensive interactive material helps 
instructors better prepare their students for board certification.
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III Today’s Class: The SolutionIII. Today’s Class: The Solution 

Today's Class License

Today's Class is provided to our clients on an annual license basis.  The 
license price allows the client unlimited instructors & students with no 
dditi l f ll th b fit f d Si T d ' Cladditional fees as well as the benefit of upgrades.  Since Today's Class 
meets many Perkins Requirements, your license may be covered by 

Perkins funding.  District & State rates available.
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III Today’s Class: The SolutionIII. Today’s Class: The Solution 

Want to Learn More?

– Visit us at todaysclass.com
– Sign up for a Free Webinar g p
– Enroll in a Today's Class Free Trial
– Contact Us

Jill Cardwell, Director of Client Relations
877.224.0435 ext. 8322


